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Mixed metal scrap: Kansai market flat but prices still weak at ¥30~32/kg

Prices flat but no sign, or hope, of an upturn

(Osaka) As of 25 March, the market for mixed scrap in
Kansai was flat. The price for industrial grade mixed
scrap was unchanged at ¥ 30~32/kg compared with the
previous week, with highs of ¥35/kg in one or two
places. Prices are maintaining a level in the ¥30/kg
range without falling further, but no grades of mixed
scrap are looking good and there continues to be no sign
of a mood to return prices to higher levels. Chinese
prices for steel and copper continue to hold a low price
range and there is also no change in the surplus of stock
at waterfront mixed scrap yards in China.

In both Japan and in China anxiety about the future
means there is no positive purchasing of mixed scrap at
present. Chinese buyers have noticed the slump in
Japanese FAS prices and have opened price negotiations
by pulling down their FOB price offers with the inten-
tion of “buying cheap scrap”. One Japanese export
trader reported that, “The Chinese are in a position of
strength and are refusing to negotiate based on price of-
fers made by the other party.” Meanwhile, a Chinese
trader commented that, “There is no mood that prices

Kansai and Kanto mixed metal scrap market Units: ¥/kg
Product Kansai Kanto

Mixed metal scrap ¥30-32/kg ¥30-33/kg

Motor mixed scrap (alternating-current) ¥45-50/kg ¥40-45/kg

Air-conditioners (external units with CFCs removed) ¥85-90/kg ¥80-90/kg

Water boiler mixed scrap ¥135-145/kg | ¥130-140/kg

Insulated copper wire (40-43% copper content)| ¥210-235/kg | ¥220-235/kg

Prices researched by MRJ on 25 March for delivery to a waterfront
yard or export shipper.

might increase so even if the unit price is low, there is no
point in us purchasing low quality mixed scrap. It is
pointless for us to buy scrap unless it is of a quality and
quantity that we want”. Both the Japanese and the
Chinese sides of the market are bearish, anxious about
the future, and trying to avoid risk. There is little expec-
tation that prices might rise around Golden Week at the
start of May, and the market seems resigned to a bearish
mood for now.

In Japan, a mixed scrap exporter said, “We are getting
hold of quantity but we don’t have anywhere to put it.
We can see no sign of FOB prices changing for the bet-
ter and we are continuing to refuse one-off offers.”

(AARIZ3A26B3@ER L)

ELV scrap in Kansai: Market flat and cautious this week

(Osaka) As of 27 March, the market for ELV scrap in
Kansai was flat and cautious. The main reason for this
was that there was no change in Tokyo Steel’s buying
price for scrap at its mills at either Okayama or Kyushu
and the electric-arc furnace (EAF) steelmakers in the
Osaka region continued to wait and see how the situa-
tion would develop. Prices for steel materials
(underbody and bodywork scrap) recovered from ELVs
dropped by ¥500 in one or two places but overall there
were no great changes on the market last week.

On the ELV scrap market one dealer said, “It won’t be
long before the market stops falling”, and although this
feeling that a bottom mark might have been reached was
spreading, another dealer reported that, “The market is
still weak. There is a chance that it could still go one
level lower”. The market is a complete mix of bullish
and bearish attitudes.

In terms of non-ferrous components recovered from
ELVs, copper-based scrap went up ¥2 on 26 March to

ELV scrap prices

Western Japan

Eastern Japan

Steel components

Market price (3/t)

Market price (3/t)

Underbody and chassis 18,000-21,000 15,500-17,500
Engine blocks 44,000-46,000 41,500-45,500

Car bodywork scrap* 16,000-18,000 13,000-15,500
Pressed bodywork scrap* 18,000-21,000 15,600-17,500

“Includes 30% dust

Non-ferrous components

Market price (¥/kg)

Market price (¥/kg)

Catalysts (honeycomb catalyst, 1 piece)

5,500-6,100

5,800-6,300

Cable harnesses 255-270 200-220
Cells and dynamos 90-105 85-90
Aluminium radiators 60-65 50-60

Batteries 63-68 56-59
Aluminium wheels (1 piece) 155-160 142-152

Prices researched by MRJ on 27 March.

hit ¥720/kg, and this put a brake on the continued fall
of copper. However, the economic situation in China re-
mains ambiguous so cable harness scrap is still looking
rather weak with highs in one or two places of
¥270~280/kg. Aluminium wheels are on a solid bot-
tom with isolated highs of ¥165~180 per piece.
Catalyst scrap (large) has highs of ¥7,300~7,500 in
one or two places. White/black engine blocks have iso-
lated highs of ¥46,000~47,500.
The market is in the middle of its usual hard struggle
during March. One ELV scrap dealer said, “Just as we
expected, there has been an inrush of ELVs being sent to
us by car dealers since the middle of the month.” While
another scrap dealer said, “We are getting hold of a
good number of ELVs. Yesterday we took delivery of
more than 50 ELVs. Now is our chance to build up our
stock levels.” So it seems that the situation for ELV cir-
culation is looking good. However, there are also some
dealers who are now starting to feel resigned to lower
levels of circulation from May onwards.
B Actual prices for light ELVs are at *¥ 12,000~ 16,000
per vehicle, with highs of ¥16,000~17,000 in one or
two places. ELVs of wunder 1500cc are at
¥21,000~27,000 per vehicle and ELVs between 1501cc
and 2000cc are at ¥27,000~34,000 per vehicle. ELVs of
over 2000cc but less than 3000cc are at
¥ 34,000~40,000 per vehicle and ELVs of over 3000cc
are at ¥40,000~47,000 per vehicle.
(BAxXI33828H2EmERL)
RE:7VFUa—-tXRwY)
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